REDISTRICTING INFORMATION

1. One Person One Vote

- Districts must be substantially equal in population
- Plus or minus 5% deviation from ideal population
(10% total deviation from ideal population)

IL Minority Voting Rights
Section 2 of the Voting Rights Act was originally a restatement of the 15™ Amendment and
applies to all jurisdictions. It prohibits any state or political subdivision from imposing a voting

qualification or prerequisite to voting or standard, practice or procedure in a manner which
results in the denial or abridgement of the right to vote on account of race or color.

Objectives:
- Do not dilute the voting power of ethnic/language minority groups
- Hispanics
- African Americans
- Native Americans
- Give minority population an opportunity to elect candidates of their choice

The Courts have developed a three-part test that a minority group must meet in order to establish
a vote dilution claim under Section 2. The test requires that a minority group prove that:

1. It is sufficiently large and geographically compact to constitute a majority in a
single-member district;

2. It is politically cohesive; and

3. In the absence of special circumstances, bloc voting by the White majority usually
defeats the minority’s preferred candidate.

Practices that are suspect under Section 2 include “Cracking” and “Packing”. (See illustration in
Research and Polling materials)

III.  Traditional Districting Principles

Since 1993, five policies or goals have been judicially recognized as “traditional districting
principles:”

1. Equal population,

2. Minority voting rights (Section 2 Voting Rights Act)




3. Compactness, (see illustration in Research and Polling materials)
4. Contiguity, (see illustration in Research and Polling materials)
5. Preservation of communities of interest,

IV. Illustration using current City Council Districts based on 2000 Census Data (see
attachment A)

Luis G. Stelzner
Stelzner, Winter, Warburton, Flores, Sanchez & Dawes, P.A.
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